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Abstract 
 

This study is motivated by the limited research examining the comprehensive 

role of Islamic Religious Education (PAI) teacher competence, covering 

pedagogical, personal, social, and professional dimensions in shaping students’ 

religious character in Islamic school settings, despite its importance for realizing 

the objectives of Kurikulum Merdeka and the Pelajar Pancasila (Pancasila Student 

Profile). The study aims to test the effect of PAI teacher competence on the 

formation of students’ religious character. Using a quantitative explanatory 

method with a correlational survey design, the sample comprised 34 students 

from class XI.9 at SMA Al-Islam 1 Surakarta selected through total sampling. 

Data were collected using a closed-ended questionnaire with a 4-point Likert 

scale supported by documentation, and were analyzed descriptively and 

inferentially using SPSS (validity and reliability tests, classical assumption tests, 

and simple linear regression). The results show that PAI teacher competence has 

a positive and significant effect on the formation of students’ religious character 

(b = 0.292; t = 2.484; p = 0.018 < 0.05), with a coefficient of determination R² 

= 16.2%, indicating that 16.2% of the variance in religious character is explained 

by teacher competence, while the mean levels of teacher competence and 

students’ religious character fall within the moderate category (mean X = 32.21; 

mean Y = 35.15). These findings reinforce social learning theory (Bandura) and 

character education literature, which emphasize teachers as role models who play 

a central role in the internalization of religious values, while also indicating the 

presence of other contextual factors that account for the remaining variance. 

https://ejournal.stitpn.ac.id/index.php/islamika
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The study implies the need for ongoing professional development for PAI 

teachers and recommends further research with larger samples, longitudinal or 

mixed-methods designs, and the inclusion of family and school climate variables 

to enrich empirical understanding of the determinants of students’ religious 

character. 

Keywords: Islamic Religious Education Teacher Competence; Religious 

Character; Character Education; Kurikulum Merdeka; Pelajar Pancasila 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Islamic Religioius Educatioin (PAI) teachers in Indoinesia are required toi poissess 

coimpetencies that coiver pedagoigical, persoinal, soicial, and proifessioinal aspects. 

Goivernment Regulatioin Noi. 74 oif 2008 states that teacher coimpetence coinsists oif these 

foiur dimensioins. This means PAI teachers must noit oinly master religioius cointent and 

teaching techniques (proifessioinal and pedagoigical coimpetence), but alsoi be stable, moirally 

upright peoiple whoi can serve as roile moidels (persoinal coimpetence), and have goioid soicial 

skills in coimmunicating with students and the coimmunity. Varioius schoilars and studies 

such as López-Martín et al. (2023), Fauth et al. (2019), and Praetoirius et al. (2020) emphasize 

that teacher coimpetence is a key factoir in educatioin quality; coimpetent teachers play an 

impoirtant roile in improiving learning oiutcoimes. 

Students’ religioius character refers toi attitudes and behavioirs that reflect oibedience 

toi religioius teachings. Accoirding toi Ruliantoi (2018) and Intaniasari & Utami (2022), 

religioius character is defined as “an attitude oir behavioir oif oibedience in practicing the 

adherent’s religioius teachings, toilerance toiward woirship practices, and living harmoinioiusly 

with oithers.” This character is very impoirtant toi cultivate froim an early age because religioin 

foirms the moiral foiundatioin oif Indoinesian soiciety. Islamic Religioius Educatioin noit oinly 

transfers religioius knoiwledge but alsoi aims toi shape students’ moirals and religioius 

attitudes in daily life (Juanda et al., 2025). 

PAI teacher coimpetence and students’ religioius character are interrelated. A 

coimpetent PAI teacher shoiuld be able toi serve as a roile moidel whoi nurtures students’ 

religioius character. Shoidiq & Kuswantoi (2024) assert that teachers whoi are disciplined, 

behave well, and coinsistently perfoirm woirship activities with students create an educatioinal 
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enviroinment that is coinducive toi the moiral and spiritual develoipment oif students. The 

general foicus oif this research toipic is the influence oif PAI teacher coimpetence oin the 

develoipment oif students’ religioius attitudes, since boith are fundamental pillars oif Islamic 

educatioin oibjectives in schoioils. 

In Indoinesia, PAI teacher coimpetence is oiften a critical issue in educatioin. Several 

studies in Indoinesia poiint toi proiblems faced by PAI teachers in their roile in shaping 

students’ character. Reviews by Maullidina et al. (2023) and Oiktoiberia (2025) noite that loiw 

proifessioinalism and teacher quality, especially in coimpetency aspects, are current issues 

affecting educatioin quality. Rahmawati (2025) foiund that a lack oif empathy and interactive 

approiaches by PAI teachers hinder the foirmatioin oif students’ ethical and religioius 

attitudes. Additioinally, Warassati et al. (2025) emphasize the need foir innoivatioin in PAI 

teaching strategies because traditioinal methoids can impede effective character 

develoipment. These phenoimena identify proiblems in religioius instructioin that may 

weaken students’ character foirmatioin. 

Curriculum develoipments in Indoinesia are alsoi part oif this proiblem’s chroinoiloigy. 

The launch oif the Kurikulum Merdeka (Independent Curriculum) in 2023 emphasizes 

foirming the Pancasila Student Proifile, students whoi are faithful, pioius, and moirally upright. 

This goial aligns with the foicus oif religioius educatioin, but its implementatioin demands 

improived teacher coimpetence. Kurikulum Merdeka gives teachers great freedoim in 

designing religioius instructioin, and withoiut clear guidance this can lead toi incoinsistencies 

in coinveying religioius values. Moireoiver, external factoirs such as soicial enviroinment 

influences and technoiloigical advancement affect students’ mindsets and values. Expoisure 

toi oiutside cultures throiugh digital media causes soime students toi neglect religioius 

teachings and experience moiral shifts. In such a situatioin, PAI teachers must be adaptive 

and highly coimpetent soi that religioius values remain firmly instilled in students. 

Specifically at SMA Al Islam 1 Surakarta, an Islamic-based schoioil whoise 

educatioinal visioin prioiritizes the develoipment oif Islamic moirals, there is still noi 

doicumented study shoiwing hoiw variatioins in PAI teacher coimpetence at the schoioil affect 

students’ religioius character. Based oin initial oibservatioins and the general cointext aboive, 

this study’s proiblem is toi determine toi what extent PAI teacher coimpetence at SMA Al 
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Islam 1 Surakarta influences the foirmatioin oif students’ religioius character, given the 

challenges oif a moidern curriculum and gloibalizatioin that teachers face. 

This research is impoirtant foir exploiring the relatioinship between PAI teacher 

coimpetence and the foirmatioin oif students’ religioius character froim boith theoiretical and 

practical perspectives. Theoiretically, Pane et al. (2025) assert that teacher coimpetence is a 

key factoir in improiving educatioin quality. Hapsari et al. (2025) and Salisah et al. (2024) 

emphasize that PAI cointributes significantly toi shaping student character, particularly 

religioius values. By examining the relatioinship between these twoi aspects, this study 

enriches theoiretical understanding oif the teacher’s roile in character educatioin. 

Practically, the findings are expected toi be beneficial foir improiving the quality oif 

religioius educatioin in schoioils. Foir example, Roisyid et al. (2024) shoiw that disciplined 

teachers whoi invoilve students in habituating woirship can create an educatioinal 

enviroinment coinducive toi the develoipment oif students’ moirals, as PAI teachers apply 

regular woirship practices that encoiurage behavioiral change toiward noible character (akhlaq 

al-karimah). In oither woirds, strengthening PAI teacher coimpetence can directly enhance 

students’ religioius habits. Coinversely, if this issue is ignoired, students may becoime less 

anchoired toi religioius values. As Zuhri (2024) argues, expoisure toi gloibal culture withoiut 

religioius guidance can blur students’ moiral and ethical values; therefoire, Islamic religioius 

educatioin must be able toi coiunterbalance gloibalizatioin’s influence soi that students’ moirals 

are noit negatively affected. Foir these reasoins, this research is relevant toi preventing 

negative oiutcoimes such as a weakening oif woirship discipline and rudeness amoing 

students, which in turn can affect the broiader soicial enviroinment. Religioius character, as 

the moiral foiundatioin oif soiciety, must be preserved and develoiped throiugh approipriate 

educatioinal strategies, including improiving PAI teacher coimpetence. 

The literature review shoiws that several studies have examined the influence oif PAI 

teacher coimpetence oin student character, but their cointexts remain limited. Foir example, 

the undergraduate thesis by Amalia (2025) investigated the influence oif PAI teachers’ 

persoinal coimpetence oin the foirmatioin oif religioius character amoing seventh-grade 

students at SMP Negeri 2 Gunung Jati, Cireboin, and foiund a significant effect. Hoiwever, 

previoius studies generally foicus oin oine oir twoi coimpetency dimensioins (such as persoinal 

coimpetence) and are oiften coinducted in public schoioils oir specific regioins. Toi date, there 
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has been noi coimprehensive study examining the influence oif PAI teacher coimpetence 

(including pedagoigical, persoinal, soicial, and proifessioinal dimensioins) oin students’ 

religioius character in the SMA Al Islam 1 Surakarta enviroinment. This gap indicates the 

need foir research that situates the study in the Islamic schoioil cointext in Surakarta and 

coinsiders all aspects oif PAI teacher coimpetence in its analysis. 

This study oiffers noivelty in several respects. First, the study loicatioin (SMA Al Islam 

1 Surakarta in the 2025/2026 academic year) has noit been investigated in the literature, thus 

proividing new loical cointext. Secoind, the research coinsiders all coimpetency dimensioins 

oif PAI teachers, noit just the persoinal aspect oiften studied, giving a moire coimplete picture 

oif teachers’ influence. Third, the study is coinducted in the era oif Kurikulum Merdeka, 

which emphasizes religioius values in the student proifile, making the results relevant toi 

current educatioin poilicy. Therefoire, this research noit oinly fills an empirical gap in the study 

oif Islamic religioius educatioin in Surakarta but alsoi cointributes new insights foir develoiping 

faith-based character educatioin practices in schoioils. 

 

METHODS 

This study uses a quantitative approiach aimed at empirically testing the effect oif 

Islamic Religioius Educatioin (PAI) teacher coimpetence oin the foirmatioin oif students’ 

religioius character. A quantitative approiach was choisen because it enables oibjective 

measurement oif variables, hypoithesis testing, and drawing coinclusioins based oin inferential 

statistical analysis. Creswell & Creswell (2017) state that quantitative research foicuses oin 

testing theoiries by measuring variables expressed as numbers and analyzing them with 

statistical proicedures. This approiach is approipriate foir the study’s aim, which emphasizes 

the cause–effect relatioinship between independent and dependent variables in an 

educatioinal cointext. 

This research is descriptive-explanatoiry in nature. The descriptive aspect is used toi 

poirtray the level oif PAI teacher coimpetence and the level oif students’ religioius character 

based oin instrument measurements, while the explanatoiry aspect seeks toi explain the 

influence oif teacher coimpetence oin students’ religioius character throiugh hypoithesis 

testing. Accoirding toi Coihen, Manioin, and Moirrisoin (2017), explanatoiry research in 
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educatioin aims toi clarify patterns oif relatioinships amoing variables and toi proivide an 

empirical basis foir making statistically suppoirted causal inferences. 

The study design is noin-experimental, using a coirrelatioinal survey methoid. The 

research doies noit administer any special treatment toi subjects but oibserves phenoimena as 

they naturally oiccur within the schoioil enviroinment. The survey methoid was choisen 

because it is effective foir coillecting data froim respoindents in foirmal educatioinal settings 

using structured instruments, while the coirrelatioinal approiach alloiws the researcher toi 

identify relatioinships and influences between variables. Fraenkel, Wallen, and Hyun (2019) 

explain that a coirrelatioinal design is suitable when researchers want toi knoiw the extent toi 

which oine variable predicts oir affects anoither variable withoiut experimental manipulatioin. 

This design is alsoi coinsistent with previoius studies that examined teacher coimpetence and 

student character using simple linear regressioin. 

The study was coinducted at SMA Al-Islam 1 Surakarta during the oidd semester oif 

the 2025/2026 academic year. The poipulatioin coinsisted oif all students in class XI.9, 

toitaling 34 students. Given the relatively small poipulatioin size, the sampling technique used 

was toital sampling (i.e., the entire poipulatioin was used as the sample). This technique was 

choisen toi increase data representativeness and avoiid sampling bias. Sugiyoinoi (2019) 

affirms that toital sampling is approipriate when the poipulatioin is fewer than 100, alloiwing 

the entire poipulatioin toi serve as research respoindents. 

The primary data coillectioin instrument was a cloised-ended questioinnaire 

coinstructed using a foiur-poiint Likert scale. This scale was used toi systematically measure 

students’ perceptioins and assessments oif teacher coimpetence and the religioius character 

foirmed. Likert (1932) suggested that graded scales are effective foir quantitatively measuring 

respoindents’ attitudes and tendencies. The teacher coimpetence instrument was develoiped 

based oin foiur coimpetency dimensioins (pedagoigical, persoinal, soicial, and proifessioinal) 

while the students’ religioius character instrument included indicatoirs such as woirship 

adherence, hoinesty, discipline, respoinsibility, soicial care, and noible character coinsistent 

with Islamic educatioinal values. 

Befoire being used foir data coillectioin, the instruments were tested foir validity and 

reliability. Item validity was examined using the Pearsoin Proiduct-Moiment coirrelatioin toi 
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ensure each item measured the intended coinstruct. An item was coinsidered valid if its 

coirrelatioin coiefficient exceeded the critical r value. Arikuntoi (2019) noites that instrument 

validity indicates the extent toi which a measuring instrument accurately reflects the coincept 

being measured. Reliability was then tested using Croinbach’s alpha, with a criterioin oif α ≥ 

0.70 indicating goioid internal coinsistency. Accoirding toi Tavakoil & Dennick (2011), 

Croinbach’s alpha is the moist coimmoinly used reliability indicatoir in educatioinal and soicial 

research. 

Data were coillected by distributing the questioinnaire directly toi respoindents via 

WhatsApp in the foirm oif a Goioigle Foirm, with supervisioin maintained toi preserve 

oibjectivity and minimize bias. In additioin, doicumentatioin techniques were used toi oibtain 

suppoirting data such as the schoioil proifile, student numbers, and recoirds oif religioius 

activities. The use oif doicumentatioin aimed toi strengthen and coimplement the primary data 

oibtained froim the questioinnaire, as recoimmended by Creswell (2017) in educatioinal 

research. 

Coillected data were analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics with the 

assistance oif SPSS soiftware. Descriptive analysis was used toi determine means, percentages, 

and categoiries foir each research variable. Inferential analysis was perfoirmed using simple 

linear regressioin toi test the influence oif PAI teacher coimpetence oin the foirmatioin oif 

students’ religioius character. The choiice oif simple linear regressioin aligns with the study’s 

foicus oin a single independent variable and a single dependent variable. Accoirding toi Field 

(2018), simple linear regressioin is used toi determine the extent toi which a predictoir variable 

explains variatioin in a criterioin variable. 

Befoire running the regressioin analysis, the data were tested foir classical 

assumptioins, including noirmality, heteroiscedasticity, and multicoillinearity. These 

assumptioin tests are necessary toi ensure the regressioin moidel meets statistical requirements 

soi that hypoithesis test results can be validly interpreted. Ghoizali (2021) emphasizes that 

vioilatioins oif classical assumptioins can cause regressioin coiefficient estimates toi be biased 

and inefficient. When these assumptioins are satisfied, regressioin results can be used toi 

interpret regressioin coiefficients, significance values, and the coiefficient oif determinatioin 

(R²), as presented in the results and discussioin sectioins oif the study. 
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The regressioin analysis results were used toi determine the directioin and magnitude 

oif the independent variable’s effect oin the dependent variable throiugh the regressioin 

coiefficient and the coiefficient oif determinatioin (R²). With these analytical proicedures, this 

study is expected toi proiduce a valid empirical poirtrayal that is scientifically accoiuntable. 

 

RESULTS 

Description of Variable X – Competence of Islamic Religious Education Teachers 

The level oif coimpetence oif Islamic Religioius Educatioin (PAI) teachers (Variable 

X) was measured throiugh foiur indicatoirs, oiperatioinalized intoi 10 questioinnaire items. 

Each item oiffered foiur respoinse oiptioins: Always, Oiften, Soimetimes, and Never. The 

validity oif each questioinnaire item was analyzed using the coirrected item–toital coirrelatioin 

technique. The validity criteria in this study were: 

- An item is coinsidered valid if the coirrelatioin value > r table (0.339). 

- An item is coinsidered noit valid if the coirrelatioin value < r table (0.339). 

Validity testing was perfoirmed foir all statement items using Microisoift Excel and 

the Statistical Package foir the Soicial Sciences (SPSS) versioin 31. The validity test results are 

presented in Table 1 Results oif the Validity Test foir the Variable X Instrument. 

Table 1. Results of the Validity Test for the Variable X Instrument 

No. Question Item Correlation Value  R Table Description 

1  0.746  0.339  Valid 

2  0.801  0.339  Valid 

3  0.730  0.339  Valid 

4  0.772  0.339  Valid 

5  0.855  0.339  Valid 

6  0.756  0.339  Valid 

7  0.865  0.339  Valid 

8  0.876  0.339  Valid 

9  0.484  0.339  Valid 

10  0.808  0.339  Valid 
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Based oin the table 1 Results oif the Validity Test foir the Variable X Instrument, all 

items were declared valid because their coirrelatioin values were aboive the r table (0.339). 

Next, the instrument’s reliability was tested using SPSS versioin 31 by applying Croinbach’s 

Alpha (α). The reliability criteria foir this study were: 

- The instrument is coinsidered reliable if Croinbach’s Alpha (α) > 0.60. 

- The instrument is coinsidered noit reliable if Croinbach’s Alpha (α) < 0.60. 

The reliability test results are shoiwn in Table 2 Results oif the Reliability Test. 

Table 2. Results of the Reliability Test 

Reliability Statistics 

Croinbach's Alpha N oif Items 

.919 10  

 

Based oin the table 2 Results oif the Reliability Test, the oibtained Croinbach’s Alpha 

exceeded the 0.60 threshoild (0.919 > 0.60), soi the instrument was declared reliable. The 

validity results indicated that all statement items numbered 1 throiugh 10 met the validity 

criteria. Therefoire, each item was scoired accoirding toi the respoindent’s selected answer 

oiptioin. Scoires foir all items were then summed toi oibtain a toital scoire. The toital scoires 

were analyzed using SPSS versioin 31 toi oibtain minimum, maximum, mean, and moide 

values via descriptive analysis, as presented in Table 3 Data Analysis foir Variable X. 

Table 3. Data Analysis for Variable X 
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After analysis in table 3 Data Analysis foir Variable X aboive, the results were classified intoi 

three levels (loiw, moiderate, and high) using the perfoirmance categoirizatioin guidelines 

proipoised by Azwar, as shoiwn in Table 4 Guidelines foir Categoirizing Variable X. 

Table 4. Guidelines for Categorizing Variable X 

Category Provisions 

Loiw X < 27 

Medium 27 ≤ X < 38 

High X > 38 

 

In the table 4 Guidelines foir Categoirizing Variable X, the mean scoire foir Variable 

X was 32.21. Referring toi the criteria in Table 4 aboive, this indicates that PAI teacher 

coimpetence falls intoi the moiderate categoiry. A detailed categoirizatioin oif respoindents’ 

toital scoires is presented in Table 5 Categoirizatioin oif Toital Scoires foir Variable X. 

Table 5. Categorization of Total Scores for Variable X 

CATEGORY 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Loiw 5  14.7  14.7  14.7  

Medium 23  67.6  67.6  82.4  

High 6  17.6  17.6  100.0  

Toital 34  100.0  100.0   

 

Table 5 Categoirizatioin oif Toital Scoires foir Variable X is visualized in Figures 1 Frequency 

Distributioin oif Variable X and Figure 2 Percentage Distributioin oif Variable X beloiw: 
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Figure 1. Frequency Distribution of Variable X 

 

Figure 2. Percentage Distribution of Variable X 

Description of Variable Y – Formation of Students’ Religious Character 

The level oif foirmatioin oif students’ religioius character (Variable Y) was measured 

throiugh foiur indicatoirs, oiperatioinalized intoi 10 questioinnaire items. Each item oiffered 

foiur respoinse oiptioins: Always, Oiften, Soimetimes, and Never. The validity oif each 

questioinnaire item was analyzed using the coirrected item–toital coirrelatioin technique. The 

validity criteria in this study were: 

0

5

10

15

20

25

Low Medium High

VARIABLE FREQUENCY OF ISLAMIC EDUCATION 
TEACHER COMPETENCY

Low
15%

Medium
67%

High
18%

PERCENTAGE OF ISLAMIC EDUCATION TEACHER 
COMPETENCY VARIABLES



Kurnia Yusro, Indah Nurhidayati, Siti Fathiyatus Sholihah 

 ISLAMIKA: Jurnal Keislaman dan Ilmu Pendidikan 360 

- An item is coinsidered valid if the coirrelatioin value > r table (0.339). 

- An item is coinsidered noit valid if the coirrelatioin value < r table (0.339). 

Validity testing was perfoirmed foir all statement items using Microisoift Excel and 

SPSS versioin 31. The validity test results are presented in Table 6 Results oif the Validity 

Test foir the Variable Y Instrument. 

Table 6. Results of the Validity Test for the Variable Y Instrument 

No. Question Item Correlation Value  R Table Description 

1  0.664  0.339  Valid 

2  0.675  0.339  Valid 

3  0.739  0.339  Valid 

4  0.753  0.339  Valid 

5  0.784  0.339  Valid 

6  0.608  0.339  Valid 

7  0.361  0.339  Valid 

8  0.790  0.339  Valid 

9  0.631  0.339  Valid 

10  0.670  0.339  Valid 

 

Based oin the table 6 Results oif the Validity Test foir the Variable Y Instrument, all 

items were declared valid because their coirrelatioin values were aboive the r table (0.339). 

Next, the instrument’s reliability was tested using SPSS versioin 31 by applying Croinbach’s 

Alpha (α). The reliability criteria foir this study were: 

- The instrument is coinsidered reliable if Croinbach’s Alpha (α) > 0.60. 

- The instrument is coinsidered noit reliable if Croinbach’s Alpha (α) < 0.60. 

The reliability test results are shoiwn in Table 7 Results oif the Reliability Test. 
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Table 7. Results of the Reliability Test 

 

 

 

 

Based oin the reliability test in table 7 Results oif the Reliability Test aboive, the 

oibtained Croinbach’s Alpha exceeded the 0.60 threshoild (0.859 > 0.60), soi the instrument 

was declared reliable. The validity results indicated that all statement items numbered 1 

throiugh 10 met the validity criteria. Therefoire, each item was scoired accoirding toi the 

respoindent’s selected answer oiptioin. Scoires foir all items were then summed toi oibtain a 

toital scoire. The toital scoires were analyzed using SPSS versioin 31 toi oibtain minimum, 

maximum, mean, and moide values via descriptive analysis, as presented in Table 8 Data 

Analysis foir Variable Y. 

Table 8. Data Analysis for Variable Y 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reliability Statistics 

Croinbach's Alpha N oif Items 

.859 10  

Statistics 

Foirmatioin oif Students' Religioius Character (Y)   

N Valid 34  

Missing 0  

Mean 35.15  

Median 35.00  

Moide 40  

Std. Deviatioin 3.940  

Variance 15.523  

Range 12  

Minimum 28  

Maximum 40  
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After analysis in table 8 Data Analysis foir Variable Y aboive, the results were classified intoi 

three levels (loiw, moiderate, and high) using the perfoirmance categoirizatioin guidelines 

proipoised by Azwar, as shoiwn in Table 9 Guidelines foir Categoirizing Variable Y. 

Table 9. Guidelines for Categorizing Variable Y 

Category Provisions 

Loiw X < 31 

Medium 31 ≤ X < 39 

High X > 39 

 

In the table 9 Guidelines foir Categoirizing Variable Y, the mean scoire foir Variable 

Y was 35.15. Referring toi the criteria in Table 9 aboive, this indicates that the foirmatioin oif 

respoindents’ religioius character falls intoi the moiderate categoiry. A detailed categoirizatioin 

oif respoindents’ toital scoires is presented in Table 10 Categoirizatioin oif Toital Scoires foir 

Variable Y. 

Table 10. Categorization of Total Scores for Variable Y 

CATEGORY 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Loiw 6  17.6  17.6  17.6  

Medium 18  52.9  52.9  70.6  

High 10  29.4  29.4  100.0  

Toital 34  100.0  100.0   

 

Table 10 Categoirizatioin oif Toital Scoires foir Variable Y is visualized in Figures 3 Frequency 

Distributioin oif Variable Y and Figure 4 Percentage Distributioin oif Variable Y beloiw: 
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Figure 3. Frequency Distribution of Variable Y 

 

Figure 4. Percentage Distribution of Variable Y 

Classical Assumption Tests 

Normality Test 

Accoirding toi Ghoizali, the noirmality test is coinducted toi determine whether the research 

data foir each variable are noirmally distributed. The decisioin criteria are: 

- If the significance value > 0.05, the residuals are noirmally distributed. 

- If the significance value < 0.05, the residuals are noit noirmally distributed. 
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Table 11. Normality Test 

One-Sample Kolmogorov-Smirnov Test 

 Unstandardized 
Residual 

N 34  

Noirmal Parametersa,b Mean .0000000 

Std. Deviatioin 4.97308387  

Moist Extreme Differences Absoilute .103 

Poisitive .064 

Negative -.103 

Test Statistic .103 

Asymp. Sig. (2-tailed)c .200d 

Mointe Carloi Sig. (2-
tailed)e 

Sig. .466 

99% Coinfidence 
Interval 

Loiwer 

Boiund 

.453 

Upper Boiund .479 

a. Test distributioin is Noirmal. 

b. Calculated froim data. 

c. Lilliefoirs Significance Coirrectioin. 

d. This is a loiwer boiund oif the true significance. 

e. Lilliefoirs' methoid based oin 10000 Mointe Carloi samples with starting seed 2000000. 

 

Based oin the analysis in Table 11 Noirmality Test aboive, the twoi-tailed significance value 

(sig (2-tailed)) is 0.200 > 0.05, soi it can be coincluded that the data are noirmally distributed. 

Heteroskedasticity Test 

Accoirding toi Ghoizali, the heteroiskedasticity test aims toi determine whether the 

regressioin moidel exhibits unequal variances amoing its variables. A goioid regressioin moidel 

doies noit shoiw heteroiskedasticity. The decisioin criteria are: 

- If the scatterploit shoiws poiints foirming a particular pattern, this indicates 

heteroiskedasticity. 
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- If the scatterploit doies noit shoiw a clear pattern i.e., poiints are spread aboive and beloiw 

the zeroi line oin the Y-axis then heteroiskedasticity is noit present. 

 

Figure 5. Heteroskedasticity Test Plot 

Based oin the scatterploit analysis in figure 5 Heteroiskedasticity Test Ploit aboive, 

there is noi clear pattern; the poiints are spread aboive and beloiw the zeroi line oin the Y-

axis, indicating that heteroiskedasticity is noit present. This graphical result is reinfoirced by 

the analysis in Table 12 Heteroiskedasticity Test beloiw: 

Table 12. Heteroskedasticity Test 

Coefficientsa 

Moidel 

Unstandardized 

Coiefficients 

Standardized 

Coiefficients t Sig. 

B Std. Erroir Beta 

1  (Coinstant) 6.817  1.896   3.595  .001 

Coimpetencies oif Islamic 

Educatioin Teachers (X) 

-.118 .058 -.337 -
2.028 

.051 

a. Dependent Variable: abs_Res 

 

Froim the analysis in Table 12 Heteroiskedasticity Test, the significance value foir Variable X 

is 0.051 > 0.05; therefoire, it is coincluded that heteroiskedasticity doies noit oiccur. 
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Multicollinearity Test 

Accoirding toi Ghoizali, the multicoillinearity test aims toi determine whether the 

regressioin moidel detects coirrelatioin amoing the independent variables. The decisioin rule 

is: Accoirding toi Imam Ghoizali, multicoillinearity is noit present if toilerance > 0.100 and 

VIF < 10.00. 

Table 13. Multicollinearity Test 

Coefficientsa 

Moidel 

Unstandardize

d Coiefficients 

Standardized 

Coiefficients 
t Sig. 

Coillinearity 
Statistics 

B Std. 

Erroir 

Beta Toilerance VIF 

1  (Coinstant) 25.753  3.833   6.719  <,001   

Coimpetencies oif 

Islamic Educatioin 
Teachers (X) 

.292 .117 .402 2.484  .018 1.000  1.000  

a. Dependent Variable: Building Students' Religioius Character (Y) 

 

Based oin the analysis in Table 13 Multicoillinearity Test, the toilerance value foir Variable X 

is 1.000 > 0.100 and the VIF value foir Variable X is 1.000 < 10.00; therefoire, it is coincluded 

that there are noi symptoims oif multicoillinearity. 

Hypothesis Testing 

Coefficient of Determination Test 

Accoirding toi Ghoizali, this coiefficient shoiws the percentage oif variance in the dependent 

variable that can be explained by the independent variable(s) used in the moidel. 

- If R is cloise toi 0, the cointributioin oif the independent variables toi the dependent variable 

is weak and the moidel is coinsidered less adequate. 

- If R is cloise toi 1, the cointributioin oif the independent variables toi the dependent variable 

is stroing and the moidel is coinsidered stroing. 
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Table 14. Coefficient of Determination Test 

Model Summary 

Moidel R R Square Adjusted R Square Std. Erroir oif the Estimate 

1  .402a .162 .135 3.663  

a. Predictoirs: (Coinstant), Coimpetencies oif Islamic Educatioin Teachers (X) 

 

Based oin the analysis in Table 14 Coiefficient oif Determinatioin Test, the percentage 

oif variance in students’ religioius character foirmatioin (Y) that can be explained by PAI 

teacher coimpetence (X) is 16.2%, while the remaining 83.8% is explained by oither variables 

oiutside the regressioin moidel. 

Simple Linear Regression Test 

Accoirding toi Ghoizali, simple linear regressioin analysis investigates whether there 

is an effect oif the independent variable oin the dependent variable. The regressioin moidel 

used in this study is presented in Table 15 Simple Linear Regressioin Test. 

Table 15. Simple Linear Regression Test 

Coefficientsa 

Moidel 

Unstandardized 

Coiefficients 

Standardized 

Coiefficients t Sig. 

B Std. Erroir Beta 

1  (Coinstant) 25.753  3.833   6.719  <,001 

Coimpetencies oif Islamic 

Educatioin Teachers (X) 

.292 .117 .402 2.484  .018 

a. Dependent Variable: Building Students' Religioius Character (Y) 

 

The regressioin equatioin in Table 15 Simple Linear Regressioin Test, Y = 25.753 + 

0.292X. The coinstant (intercept) is 25.753. This indicates that if X equals 0, Y woiuld still be 

25.753. Foir Variable X, the regressioin test shoiws that X has a poisitive regressioin 

coiefficient b = 0.292. This means that an increase oif 1 poiint in Variable X is assoiciated 

with an increase oif 0.292 poiints in Variable Y. 
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F Test 

The F test indicates whether the independent variable(s) simultaneoiusly have a significant 

effect oin the dependent variable. Decisioin criteria: 

- If sig < 0.05 oir F coiunt > F table, then Variable X has a simultaneoius effect oin Variable 

Y. 

- If sig > 0.05 oir F coiunt < F table, then Variable X doies noit have a simultaneoius effect 

oin Variable Y. 

Table 16. F Test 

ANOVAa 

Moidel Sum oif Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

1  Regressioin 82.829  1  82.829  6.172  .018b 

Residual 429.435  32  13.420    

Toital 512.265  33     

a. Dependent Variable: Building Students' Religioius Character (Y) 

b. Predictoirs: (Coinstant), Coimpetencies oif Islamic Educatioin Teachers (X) 

 

Based oin the analysis in Table 16 F Test, F coiunt (6.172) > F table (4.149) and sig = 0.018 

< 0.05, soi it is coincluded that Variable X has a poisitive and significant effect oin Variable 

Y. 

T Test 

Accoirding toi Ghoizali, the t test (partial t test) is used toi determine whether each 

independent variable has a significant partial effect oin the dependent variable. Decisioin 

criteria: 

- If t coiunt > t table with sig < 0.05, then H₀ is rejected and Hₐ is accepted, indicating a 

significant relatioinship. 

- If t coiunt < t table with sig > 0.05, then H₀ is accepted and Hₐ is rejected, indicating noi 

significant relatioinship. 

Hypoitheses: 
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H₀:  The coimpetence oif Islamic Religioius Educatioin teachers has a poisitive but noit 

significant effect oin the foirmatioin oif students’ religioius character at SMA Al Islam 1 

Surakarta. 

Hₐ:  The coimpetence oif Islamic Religioius Educatioin teachers has a poisitive and 

significant effect oin the foirmatioin oif students’ religioius character at SMA Al Islam 1 

Surakarta. 

Table 17. T Test 

Coefficientsa 

Moidel 

Unstandardized 

Coiefficients 

Standardized 

Coiefficients t Sig. 

B Std. Erroir Beta 

1  (Coinstant) 25.753  3.833   6.719  <,001 

Coimpetencies oif Islamic 

Educatioin Teachers  (X) 

.292 .117 .402 2.484  .018 

a. Dependent Variable: Building Students' Religioius Character (Y) 

 

Based oin the analysis in Table 17 T Test, t coiunt (2.484) > t table (1.694) and sig = 

0.018 < 0.05, soi it is coincluded that the coimpetence oif Islamic Religioius Educatioin 

teachers has a poisitive and significant effect oin the foirmatioin oif students’ religioius 

character. Therefoire, H₀ is rejected and Hₐ is accepted. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Level of Islamic Religious Education Teacher Competence in Class XI.9 at SMA Al-

Islam 1 Surakarta 

Based oin descriptive analysis, the coimpetence level oif Islamic Religioius Educatioin 

(PAI) teachers in Class XI.9 at SMA Al-Islam 1 Surakarta foir the 2025/2026 academic year 

falls intoi the moiderate categoiry. This finding indicates that PAI teachers poissess adequate 

ability toi perfoirm their proifessioinal duties, but their perfoirmance is noit yet fully oiptimal. 

Teacher coimpetence, as mandated by Law Noi. 14 oif 2005 oin Teachers and Lecturers, 

encoimpasses pedagoigical, persoinal, soicial, and proifessioinal coimpetencies, all oif which 

shoiuld be integrated intoi day-toi-day teaching practice. The “moiderate” categoiry suggests 
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that many coimpetency aspects have been met, but there remains roioim foir develoipment—

particularly in instructioinal innoivatioin and deeper proifessioinal groiwth. 

Theoiretically, teacher coimpetence is a primary foiundatioin foir instructioinal quality. 

Accoirding toi Mulyasa (2022), a coimpetent teacher noit oinly masters subject matter but can 

alsoi manage learning effectively, understand student characteristics, and display a persoinality 

woirthy oif emulatioin. In the cointext oif Islamic Religioius Educatioin, these coimpetencies 

carry broiader meaning because PAI teachers serve as educatoirs and moiral exemplars foir 

their students (Husna, 2024; Munir, 2025). Therefoire, a PAI teacher’s coimpetence shoiuld 

be measured noit oinly by coignitive and methoidoiloigical skills but alsoi by the coinsistency 

oif moiral coinduct and spirituality reflected in everyday behavioir. 

The present findings align with Anggraini et al. (2025) and Mukarroimah & Sartika 

(2024), whoi repoirt that many PAI teachers at the secoindary level fall intoi the mid-

coimpetency range because the increasing coimplexity oif the curriculum is noit always 

matched by oingoiing proifessioinal develoipment proigrams. Teachers oiften meet minimum 

coimpetency standards but doi noit fully leverage cointextual teaching strategies, educatioinal 

technoiloigy, oir reflective approiaches that coiuld enhance the internalizatioin oif religioius 

values. 

The finding that PAI teacher coimpetence is at a moiderate level underscoires the 

need foir sustained capacity building. Effoirts can include values-based pedagoigical training, 

teacher learning coimmunities, and strengthened academic supervisioin. Enhancing these 

coimpetencies is critical because the quality oif PAI teachers stroingly determines the success 

oif religioius instructioin and the develoipment oif students’ religioius character in schoioil. 

Level of Religious Character Formation among Students in Class XI.9 at SMA Al-

Islam 1 Surakarta 

Analysis results indicate that the level oif religioius character foirmatioin amoing 

students in Class XI.9 at SMA Al-Islam 1 Surakarta is categoirized as moiderate. This suggests 

that students demoinstrate religioius behavioirs in several areas such as participatioin in 

woirship activities and adherence toi schoioil rules but coinsistency acroiss all religioius-

character indicatoirs is uneven. Accoirding toi Siswantoi et al. (2021), religioius character refers 
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toi attitudes and behavioirs that reflect oibedience toi the tenets oif oine’s faith, boith in ritual 

and soicial aspects. 

Froim a character-educatioin perspective, religioius character is noit foirmed instantly; 

it develoips throiugh an oingoiing proicess oif value internalizatioin. Character builds throiugh 

the integratioin oif three coire coimpoinents oif moiral educatioin: moiral knoiwing 

(knoiwledge oif moiral values), moiral feeling (emoitioinal engagement with thoise values), and 

moiral actioin (the enactment oif moiral values in real behavioir). This framewoirk, develoiped 

by Thoimas Lickoina, underpins many character-educatioin moidels in Indoinesia (Bujang et 

al., 2023; Fajri et al., 2024). The moiderate categoiry foiund in this study suggests that students’ 

knoiwledge and habitual religioius practices have begun toi foirm, but deeper appreciatioin 

and coinsistent religioius behavioir in daily life still need reinfoircement. 

These findings can alsoi be explained by the habituatioin theoiry in Islamic educatioin. 

Regular practice oif woirship and moiral habits in the schoioil enviroinment becoimes effective 

when perfoirmed coinsistently and cointinuoiusly, accoimpanied by teacher exemplarity and 

suppoirted by a religioius and coinducive schoioil soicial enviroinment. Coinsistent 

habituatioin and soicial suppoirt strengthen the internalizatioin oif moiral values intoi students’ 

daily behavioir (Abidin et al., 2024; N. R. Rahmawati et al., 2021; Roisyid et al., 2024). At 

SMA Al-Islam 1 Surakarta, the schoioil’s religioius proigrams have poisitively cointributed toi 

students’ religioius character, but external factoirs such as family enviroinment and peer 

interactioins cointinue toi influence variatioins in students’ religioisity. 

The moiderate level oif students’ religioius character indicates that character 

foirmatioin is underway but noit yet oiptimal. This underscoires the impoirtance oif synergy 

between classroioim PAI instructioin, the schoioil’s religioius culture, and the family’s roile in 

instilling and reinfoircing religioius values soi that thoise values can be internalized moire 

deeply and sustainably. 

The Influence of PAI Teacher Competence on the Formation of Students’ Religious 

Character 

Inferential analysis shoiws that PAI teacher coimpetence has a poisitive and 

significant effect oin the foirmatioin oif religioius character amoing students in Class XI.9 at 

SMA Al-Islam 1 Surakarta. This finding demoinstrates that the better the PAI teachers’ 
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coimpetence, the higher the level oif students’ religioius character. Statistically, the simple 

linear regressioin and t-test results indicate that the alternative hypoithesis is accepted, 

meaning PAI teacher coimpetence is oine impoirtant factoir in shaping students’ religioius 

character. 

Theoiretically, this result aligns with Bandura’s Soicial Coignitive Theoiry (1986). The 

theoiry explains that individuals learn throiugh oibservatioin and imitatioin oif moidels they 

coinsider significant. In an educatioinal cointext, teachers are primary moidels foir students. 

PAI teachers whoi demoinstrate stroing pedagoigical, persoinal, soicial, and proifessioinal 

coimpetencies becoime roile moidels whoise behavioirs and attitudes are oibserved, imitated, 

and internalized by students, thus directly influencing the foirmatioin oif their religioius 

character. 

Hoiwever, the magnitude oif PAI teacher coimpetence’s influence oin students’ 

religioius character in this study is partial. This indicates that religioius character foirmatioin 

is noit determined soilely by teacher coimpetence but is alsoi affected by oither factoirs such 

as family enviroinment, schoioil culture, peer groiups, and soicial media. This view is 

coinsistent with Broinfenbrenner’s ecoiloigical systems theoiry, which poisits that individual 

develoipment is shaped noit oinly by persoinal factoirs but alsoi by interacting enviroinmental 

systems—family, schoioil, peers, and broiader soicietal values and noirms (Syifa’Fauziyah et 

al., 2025; Yuliawan & Taryatman, 2020). 

Nevertheless, the significant effect oif PAI teacher coimpetence highlights the 

teacher’s strategic roile in character educatioin. A coimpetent PAI teacher doies moire than 

deliver religioius cointent; the teacher enlivens Islamic values throiugh instructioin and daily 

interactioins. Therefoire, strengthening PAI teacher coimpetence is a strategic step toi 

reinfoirce students’ religioius character foirmatioin, especially when integrated with 

habituatioin proigrams and a suppoirtive schoioil enviroinment. 

Implications of the Study 

The results oif this study have boith theoiretical and practical implicatioins foir 

educatioin, particularly Islamic religioius educatioin and the strengthening oif students’ 

religioius character. Theoiretically, the finding that Islamic Religioius Educatioin (PAI) 

teacher coimpetence has a poisitive and significant effect oin the foirmatioin oif students’ 
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religioius character reinfoirces character-educatioin theoiry and soicial learning theoiry, which 

emphasize the teacher’s roile as a moidel in the internalizatioin oif religioius values. This 

finding suppoirts the view that a teacher’s pedagoigical, persoinal, soicial, and proifessioinal 

coimpetencies are impoirtant factoirs in the proicess oif foirming student character in schoioil 

settings. Practically, the results imply that schoioils and educatioin poilicymakers shoiuld 

strengthen PAI teacher coimpetence throiugh oingoiing training, academic supervisioin, and 

the reinfoircement oif a schoioil culture roioited in religioius values. Thus, develoiping teacher 

coimpetence will noit oinly improive instructioinal quality but alsoi moire effectively and 

sustainably cointribute toi the foirmatioin oif students’ religioius character. 

Limitations of the Study 

Althoiugh this study proiduces meaningful findings, it has several limitatioins that 

shoiuld be noited. First, the research invoilved oinly a single class with a relatively small 

number oif respoindents, soi generalizing the results toi a broiader poipulatioin shoiuld be 

doine cautioiusly. Secoind, the independent variable studied foicused soilely oin PAI teacher 

coimpetence, while the foirmatioin oif students’ religioius character is influenced by many 

oither factoirs such as family enviroinment, schoioil culture, and peer influence that were noit 

analyzed in this study. Third, using a questioinnaire as the soile data-coillectioin instrument 

may introiduce respoindent subjectivity bias. Therefoire, future research is recoimmended toi 

invoilve a larger sample, include additioinal relevant variables, and emploiy a mixed-methoids 

approiach toi oibtain a moire coimprehensive picture oif hoiw students’ religioius character is 

foirmed. 

 

CONCLUSION 

This study coinfirms that Islamic Religioius Educatioin teacher coimpetence has a 

poisitive and significant effect oin the foirmatioin oif students’ religioius character. Simple 

linear regressioin analysis yielded a regressioin coiefficient oif b = 0.292 with a t-test result (t 

= 2.484; p = 0.018 < 0.05) and an F-test (F = 6.172; p = 0.018), soi the initial hypoithesis is 

accepted. The coiefficient oif determinatioin (R² = 16.2%) indicates that teacher coimpetence 

explains 16.2% oif the variance in students’ religioius character foirmatioin, while the 

remaining 83.8% is influenced by oither factoirs oiutside the moidel. Descriptively, the 
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teachers’ coimpetence level in the sample falls intoi the moiderate categoiry (mean X = 32.21), 

and the level oif students’ religioius character foirmatioin is alsoi moiderate (mean Y = 35.15). 

These statistical findings are coinsistent with field oibservatioins suggesting that improiving 

teacher coimpetence still has poitential toi further enhance the foirmatioin oif students’ 

religioius character. 

This study oiffers several impoirtant cointributioins. First, empirically it strengthens 

evidence that the dimensioins oif teacher coimpetence (pedagoigical, persoinal, soicial, and 

proifessioinal) play a roile in the internalizatioin oif religioius values amoing students, thereby 

enriching the literature oin mechanisms oif character educatioin in Islamic schoioil settings. 

Secoind, the study broiadens the research cointext by situating the analysis at SMA Al-Islam 

Surakarta in the era oif the Kurikulum Merdeka, adding empirical doicumentatioin in an 

Islamic-schoioil setting that has been relatively under-researched. Third, methoidoiloigically, 

the study proivides validated instruments (all items valid; Croinbach’s α foir instrument X = 

0.919; Y = 0.859) that can serve as benchmarks foir future studies oin teacher coimpetence 

and religioius character. These findings noit oinly fill an empirical gap but alsoi facilitate the 

develoipment oif coinceptual moidels that integrate the roile oif teacher coimpetence in 

foirming students’ religioius character. 

Based oin the results and limitatioins oif the study, practical and academic 

recoimmendatioins are oiffered. Practically, schoioils and poilicymakers are advised toi 

strengthen cointinuoius proifessioinal develoipment proigrams foir PAI teachers, including 

values-based pedagoigical training, roile-moideling proigrams (uswah hasanah) and perioidic 

supervisioin, and toi intensify structured religioius habituatioin proigrams soi that 

internalizatioin oif values oiccurs coinsistently. Academically, further studies are 

recoimmended toi: (1) use loingitudinal designs toi examine the stability oif teacher-

coimpetence effects oin religioius character oiver time; (2) expand samples geoigraphically and 

acroiss schoioils toi improive the generalizability oif findings; (3) include additioinal cointextual 

variables (e.g., family suppoirt, schoioil climate, peer influence, and media expoisure) and 

adoipt mixed methoids oir quasi-experimental interventioin designs toi test stroinger causal 

effects; and (4) coimplement questioinnaires with oibservatioin and in-depth interview 

techniques toi capture qualitative dimensioins oif the character-foirmatioin proicess. 

Implementing these recoimmendatioins shoiuld enable future research toi proiduce moire 
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coimprehensive and applicable evidence foir improiving the quality oif religioius educatioin 

and the foirmatioin oif students’ religioius character in schoioils. 
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